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  The	
  Chicago	
  Collec7ons	
  Consor7um	
  



The	
  Challenge	
  for	
  Researchers	
  



	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  John	
  T.	
  McCutcheon	
  Collec/ons	
  

Chicago	
  History	
  
Museum	
  
	
  
Newberry	
  Library	
  
	
  
University	
  of	
  Illinois	
  at	
  
Chicago	
  

	
  

John	
  T.	
  McCutcheon,	
  “There	
  Ought	
  to	
  be	
  School	
  for	
  	
  
Women	
  Voters,”	
  1913,	
  Newberry	
  Library	
  CollecEon	
  	
  



	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Pullman	
  Collec/ons	
  

Chicago	
  Public	
  Library	
  	
  
Newberry	
  Library	
  	
  
Chicago	
  History	
  Museum	
  	
  	
  
Art	
  Ins7tute	
  of	
  Chicago	
  

	
  

An engineer drawing of a Pullman Company Three-Tier Tourist Sleeping Car, 1906, 
Newberry Library Pullman Digital Collection  

Pullman, Employee Service Record,  
Phillips, Newberry Library Collection 



Amusement rides at A Century of 
Progress Enchanted Island.  

UIC Collections.  

Century	
  of	
  Progress	
  -­‐	
  General	
  Motors	
  Building.	
  
Art	
  InsEtute	
  of	
  Chicago	
  

Century	
  of	
  Progress	
  



Libraries	
  throughout	
  Chicago	
  ask:	
  	
  

How	
  do	
  we	
  open	
  up	
  our	
  archives	
  and	
  
digital	
  collec7ons	
  to	
  Chicago	
  
researchers?	
  	
  	
  
	
  
We	
  did	
  all	
  this	
  work	
  to	
  write	
  finding	
  
aids,	
  create	
  collec7on	
  records	
  and	
  
digi7ze	
  but	
  nobody	
  knows	
  what’s	
  in	
  our	
  
archives.	
  



Chicago	
  Portal:	
  The	
  Vision	
  

•  Depth	
  of	
  access	
  
	
  

•  Chicago	
  focus	
  
	
  

•  Accessible	
  to	
  the	
  novice	
  but	
  supports	
  the	
  
seasoned	
  researcher	
  

Scheduled	
  for	
  August	
  2015	
  release	
  	
  
Thanks	
  to	
  Andrew	
  	
  W.	
  Mellon	
  FoundaEon	
  



Chicago	
  Portal:	
  Scope	
  

•  ~	
  1,500	
  EAD	
  finding	
  aids	
  
•  Hundreds	
  of	
  PDF	
  finding	
  aids	
  with	
  associated	
  
MARC	
  

•  ~	
  2,000	
  collec7on	
  level	
  MARC	
  records	
  
•  ~150,000	
  digital	
  images	
  
– Custom	
  CONTENTdm	
  
– MARC	
  



Our	
  Challenges	
  



How	
  do	
  you	
  express	
  a	
  name?	
  
ead/archdesc/controlaccess/controlaccess/persname	
  
ead/archdesc/controlaccess/controlaccess/corpname	
  
ead/archdesc/controlaccess/controlaccess/famname	
  
ead/archdesc/did/origina7on/famname	
  
ead/archdesc/did/origina7on/corpname	
  
ead/archdesc/did/origina7on/persname	
  
ead/archdesc/descgrp/controlaccess/persname	
  
ead/archdesc/descgrp/controlaccess/corpname	
  
ead/archdesc/descgrp/controlaccess/famname	
  
ead/archdesc/controlaccess/corpname	
  
ead/archdesc/controlaccess/famname	
  
ead/archdesc/controlaccess/persname	
  
ead/archdesc/controlaccess/p/famname	
  
ead/archdesc/controlaccess/p/corpname	
  
ead/archdesc/controlaccess/p/persname	
  
ArchitectDesignerCreator	
  
Addi7onalArchitectOrDesigner	
  
ProjectPersonnel	
  
Creator	
  
creator	
  
Photographers	
  
Photographer	
  
	
  
	
  



14,730	
  subject	
  terms	
  	
  
(9,810	
  only	
  ever	
  used	
  once)	
  

Balloon	
  framing	
  
Burlesque	
  (Theater)	
  -­‐-­‐	
  	
  
Burlesque	
  (Theater	
  –	
  	
  
Hack	
  writers	
  
Murgatroyd,	
  Everef	
  F.,	
  1880	
  or	
  1-­‐1946.	
  
one	
  way	
  streets	
  	
  
Pain7ng.	
  
Pain7ngs	
  
Radio	
  -­‐-­‐	
  Illinois	
  -­‐-­‐	
  Chicago	
  Metropolitan	
  Area	
  -­‐-­‐	
  Receivers	
  and	
  recep7on	
  -­‐-­‐	
  1980-­‐1989.	
  -­‐-­‐	
  lctgm	
  
tree	
  
Trees	
  -­‐-­‐	
  Chicago	
  Metropolitan	
  Area	
  -­‐-­‐	
  1900-­‐1919.	
  –	
  lctgm	
  
Weather	
  experiments	
  
Xylophone	
  -­‐-­‐	
  Instruc7on	
  and	
  study	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



Assume	
  

•  No	
  one	
  is	
  going	
  to	
  adjust	
  their	
  local	
  standards	
  
or	
  prac7ces	
  
	
  

•  No	
  one	
  is	
  going	
  to	
  maintain	
  a	
  second	
  version	
  
of	
  metadata	
  for	
  the	
  CCC	
  



Don’t	
  Assume	
  

•  That	
  we	
  can	
  just	
  point	
  to	
  CCC	
  members’	
  image	
  
records	
  –	
  some	
  have	
  digital	
  images	
  with	
  no	
  
discovery	
  plaiorm	
  
	
  



CCC	
  Portal	
  Technology	
  Choice	
  

XTF	
  (eXtensible	
  Text	
  Framework)	
  
	
  



Reason	
  1	
  

Flexible	
  metadata	
  processing	
  
	
  



Reason	
  2	
  

XTF	
  allows	
  varia7on	
  
	
  



Reason	
  3	
  

XTF	
  allows	
  full-­‐text	
  searching	
  across	
  
all	
  documents	
  

	
  



Reason	
  4	
  

A	
  dc.xml	
  “side-­‐car”	
  file	
  accompanies	
  
each	
  document	
  

	
  



Reason	
  5	
  

XTF	
  works	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  box	
  to	
  index,	
  
search	
  and	
  display.	
  Yet	
  …	
  

	
  



Reason	
  6	
  

XTF	
  can	
  easily	
  be	
  turned	
  into	
  a	
  client/
server	
  solu7on	
  

	
  



Reason	
  7	
  

Support	
  
	
  

(hfp://xi.cdlib.org)	
  
	
  







And…	
  

XTF	
  doesn’t	
  have	
  an	
  administra7ve	
  
interface	
  



The	
  Metadata	
  Hopper	
  

•  Archivist/Librarian	
  signs	
  in	
  
•  Create	
  a	
  metadata	
  map	
  
•  Add	
  files	
  
•  Tag	
  records	
  (choose	
  browsing	
  facets)	
  



Deposit:	
  Create	
  Import	
  Rules	
  
(Metadata	
  Map)	
  

Art	
  Ins7tute	
  of	
  Chicago	
  
Digital	
  Image	
  Collec7on	
  





























We’re	
  mapping:	
  
•  Title	
  (required)	
  
•  Sub7tle	
  
•  Title	
  (date	
  –	
  for	
  EAD)	
  
•  Dates	
  
•  Local	
  Iden7fier	
  
•  Descrip7on	
  
•  Names	
  
•  Subject	
  
•  Geographic	
  Coverage	
  
•  Source	
  Archival	
  Collec7on	
  (for	
  images)	
  
•  Digital	
  Collec7on	
  Name	
  (for	
  images)	
  
•  Digital	
  Collec7on	
  URL	
  (for	
  images)	
  
•  Rights	
  
	
  





Tagging:	
  Simplify	
  Topical	
  
Browsing	
  

Newberry	
  Library	
  
Tag	
  a	
  Batch	
  of	
  Records	
  

















Tagging:	
  Autotag	
  upon	
  Deposit	
  

Newberry	
  Library	
  	
  
EAD	
  Finding	
  Aids	
  



























Tagging:	
  Individual	
  Records	
  

Newberry	
  Library	
  
EAD	
  Finding	
  Aid	
  















The	
  dc.xml	
  File	
  

Control	
  of	
  Front-­‐End	
  Browsing	
  in	
  XTF	
  







Important	
  to	
  note	
  

•  Open	
  source	
  
•  En7rely	
  configurable!	
  
– You	
  define	
  the	
  mapping	
  forms	
  
– You	
  can	
  set	
  the	
  tag	
  lists	
  
– You	
  create	
  the	
  autotagging	
  rules	
  
– You	
  can	
  customize	
  the	
  dc.xml	
  file	
  output	
  



The	
  Result?	
  











Thank	
  you!!	
  
And	
  thanks	
  to:	
  

•  Andrew	
  W.	
  Mellon	
  Founda7on	
  
•  Kate	
  Flynn,	
  CCC	
  Portal	
  Manager	
  
•  Esther	
  Verreau,	
  Lead	
  Developer	
  
•  Allan	
  Berry,	
  CCC	
  Developer	
  
•  CCC	
  Portal	
  Commifee	
  Members	
  
•  Jaclyn	
  Grahl,	
  CCC	
  Execu7ve	
  Director	
  

chicagocollec7onsconsor7um.org	
  


